How has the quest for resources affected human history?

The Silk Road: Yesterday & Today

By Ted Mitchell
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Students understanding timeless trends or themes
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Thematic Essential Questions

Overarching Question: How does understanding the
past help us to understand the present?

 Why do people live and move where they
do?

 Why do people live the way they do?

 How and why do humans organize their
societies the way they do?

 How does technology affect people’s
lives?




Thematic

Essential Questions Continuead...

How has conflict and cooperation shaped
human history?

How has the quest for resources affected
human history?

How do we know what we know about
human history?

Why do civilizations rise and decline?
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Shanghal (Clobal Trade) — 18 million or more peoplel

Shanghai — A Mission to Surpass Hong Kong (created by
the British)



- cargo 24/7 out to the East China Sea from Chinese
factories.




“[M]ore than 300 of the world's
Fortune 500 companies have
invested in the city.” (CNN)
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In the last two decades, more
than 5,000 buildings 15 stories or
taller have gone up in the city. For
much of the 1990s, by one
estimate, three-quarters of all the
construction cranes in the world
were operating in China, and
more than a quarter of the global

- total was in Shanghai alone.
(LA Times)
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http://edition.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/asiapcf/04/18/eyeonchina.shanghai/index.html
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/asia/la-tr-nushanghai27feb27,1,6146937.story?coll=la-travel-asia










Shanghai’s

Trade in the Past - The Bund

European Concessions — Opium War Trade




Up the Yangtze River - To
witness the flow of goods out to
the world.




Into the locks of the Three Gorges Dam




Three Gorges Dam (Main Reason = Transportation
for Trade)




Inside Lock #1 — A cargo ship (one of
many) next to our cruise ship
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Trackers used to pull boats
up the rapids.
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The Three Gorges Dam has created easy waterway travel.
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Chonggqing - Trading city
on the Yangtze

A thriving inland port
with mass production
flowing out the
Yangtze and to the
world.




Trade = Exchange of ldeas - The quest for
resources or trade brought Buddhism to
China. The Leshan Giant Buddha (largest in
the world):




The Fate of Buddhism — If it wasn’t
for the Silk Road, would Buddhism
exist today?

Emeishan (Sacred Buddhist mountain)




Kanding, China = Tibet: The Land Between
China and the Rest of the World

Where the Han Chinese meet the Tibetans...colliding cultures.



Islam comes to China via the Silk Read

Mosque in Kangding, China
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Southwest Transportati

Chengcdu

The quest for knowledge to help in the quest for resources.

Now, the Internet helps connects us all.



Beljing: Communism gives way to Capitalism

...and now opening to
the world!

(Beijing Hard Rock
Cafe)

The Forbidden City:
China closed its

doors in the past... Now, competing globally...



Globalization = The New Silk Road

WAL*MART

ALWAYS LOW PRICES.
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Walmartxcom




The silk of yesterday becomes the available cheap
labor for Wal-Mart today. Inevitably, regardless off
the era, the quest for resources continues.

Waiters on a Yangtze cruise ship



The Silk Road and China — Background to this Project

 .THE QUEST FOR RESOURCES
#m=IN THE PAST

RV g U,




| OrexCA.com BOXEOYAG EIERUSSIR B

P E B AN D\
ZANTAN
\

i ar.lgikent'«-‘ ‘
KIS k

__Saraichik

LN A "l —_
g1 =
Z _ . ¢

AFGANISTAN St M A SN CHINA 7
. N, erman 7 | AN AN

Még}lina : pAKlSTAN ; e :
AT S EONT I NEZESS Lhaza
’f';Mgcca SNV

JUETHIOPIA s



PS

SO

@

&)
, China
China
, China
, India
, Central Asia

Islamic Empire
Byzantium

Xian
Rayy,
Antioch

Dunhuang,
Barbaricon

Kashgar
Samarkand

©
074
.
@
=]
®
=
:
>




The quest for resources led to trade between
empires and cultures. Foreigners wantee silk...

Silk factory (above) in
Shanghai.




Trade = CGultures Colliding

Zhang Qian caravan to
Central Asia

S8

A
$ e’

y
8.1

Central Asian Buddhist
Monk in Dunhuang Mural

(Left) Muslim family in
Kashgar, China




Three Golden Eras of the Silk Roaad

Han Dynasty (24 Century B.C.E. — 2"d Century C.E.)
-Journey’s of Zhang Qian

Tang Dynasty (7t — 10 Century C.E.)

Xuan Zhuang sent for Buddhist scriptures in India. Xian
becomes largest most cosmopolitan city (over 2 million
inhabitants)

Yuan Dynasty (12" — 14t Century C.E.)
- Marco Polo visits China




Statuette of woman
wearing silk robe

Empire 206 B.C.

~ THE HAN ENUIRE

Gobx Dosest

HAN EMPIRE




‘Western Goktiirks




Yuan Dynasty 1271 = 1368 C.E.

(Left) Even the Arch-Bishop of Armenia wears a silk robe with
a Chinese dragon!

Grand Canal

Land under the
rule af the
Yuan Dynasty

————— urrent
bourdaries of China
ard Mongalia

100km
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Connecting Empires - Many empires ruled along the
Silk Road contributing their own goods and ideas...




The Persian Empire and the Silk Road

Vg Mllotus&;‘gf'ja ur U
o O\Hﬂc-rnuu;\"
Rhodes

Cyprus 5

Mediterranean Sea \'3'“",0 /',
Tyre,0 7. #

Crete ™

, BACTRIA""
§ A,'V—w# i

Arabian
Peninsula

Arahian Sea

Achaemenid “Persian” Empire 330 B.C.E



Allexander the Great and the Silk Road

Greek Wind God Boreas,
transiting through Central
Asia and China to become
the Japanese Shinto wind
god, Fujin.

THE EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER
A ec
— GO (e 1 R

.....

-

~~~~~

-----

Alexander’s Empire 332 B.C.E.




Greco-Bactrian Kingdom and the Silk Road

(Left) Greco-Buddhist style statue
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Empire and the Silk Road
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Kushan Empire and the Silk Road
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Roman Empire (Later Byzantium) and the Silk Road

Byzantine
Empire — Silk
Robes

Roman gold coins
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Geography of the Silk Read: Even though there
were many physical obstacles, trade continued.

Taklimakan Desert

Kunlun Mountain
Painting

Pamir Mountains
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Inventions and Inhovation on the Silk Road

The Umbrella
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Emperor’s umbrella in the Forbidden City



The Umbrella Tocday

As technology evolves...?
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The Spread of Buddhism to Korea & Japan




In Korea
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Pagoda at Punhwang (Bunhwangsa) Temple

“[S]tone buildings were rarely constructed in Korea. The stonemasons of
the time, lacking the long tradition of their contemporaries in China, were
forced to borrow techniques from Tang China and improvise with their
experience in wood.” (Asia Historical Architecture)



Kofuku-ji Temple in
Nara, Japan
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Korean influence on Japanese Temples

g s oo 8
e e ]

S

—
==

Descendants of Koreans (Immigrants to Japan) were involved in the
construction of this temple (Construction completed in 751 C.E.)
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The Spread of Contucianism to Korea
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Contucianism Lives Omn: many south Korean students

begin their school day at 7 A.M. and then go to after-school academies until
late at night.
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THE SILK ROAD: YESTERDAY
& TODAY

An online unit and virtual tour




The Silk Roaec Online

gc‘.ﬁhnp:‘ ‘www.mitchellteachers.org/ChinaTour/SilkRoadProject/silk_road-main.html

<R £ | The Silk Road: Yesterday & Today

THE SILK ROAD: YESTERDAY & Travel the Known World of
*ProjectHome TODAY PROJECT - WELCOME Yealarduy S Tosy
== 2 b
*\Aap ASS|gnment Introduction: How has our quest for resources throughout human history

affected China and the world? This is the question this project attempts to

answer.
Trade has played a major role in the past and present in China. Historically, the

Middle Kingdom (Zhonggué () and other civilization's quest for goods and
* HandOUtS technology led to the creation of roads or links to different places. These
— — locations had resources to trade, like silk or camels. Eventually, this timeless
quest led Chinese goods all the way to Rome and Roman gold back to China. % ¥

they did on the Silk Road. But, trade or globalization of the present covers the

entire world and China is still a major player. Join this virtual journey to

discover the Silk Road of Yesterday and Today.

T SARARA A A The Silk Road Yesterda

http://www.mitchellteachers.org/ChinaTour/SilkRoadProject/silk road-main.html
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