
Lexile Levels 

The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text difficulty score followed 

by an “L” (e.g., “850L”). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading 

ranging from 200L for beginning readers to above 1700L for advanced 

text. 

The Lexile reader measure tells where a person’s reading ability is on the Lexile scale. 
Reader measures are reported from 0L (0 Lexiles) to 2000L (2000 Lexiles). The Lexile scale 
is a scale for reporting reading ability, so a higher number means a higher level of reading 
ability. A reader measure is usually obtained by having the reader take a test of reading 
comprehension. The reader’s score on the test is reported as a Lexile measure. Readers 
who score below 0L receive a score of BR (Beginning Reader). 
 
The Lexile text measure tells where a book’s readability is on the Lexile scale. Text 
measures, like reader measures, are reported from 0L (0 Lexiles) to 2000L (2000 Lexiles). 
Scores below 0L are reported as BR, which indicates that the text is at a level appropriate 
for a Beginning Reader. The lower a book’s Lexile measure, the easier it will likely be to 
comprehend. For example, a text with a Lexile measure of 850L will most likely be easier 
for a reader to comprehend than a text with a 950L measure. 

 

Lexile   Grade Level 

200L   1 

350L   2 

550L   3 

700L   4 

800L   5 

900L   6 

1000L   7 

1100L   9 

1150L   10 

1200L   11 

1250L   12 

Average Yearly Lexile Growth 

Middle School 75 points 

High School 50 Points 



 


