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Common Core: Primary & Secondary Sources Task Rubric 

Standard Date & Score    

  
Exceeds 

 
Meets Approaches Not at Standard 

Central Ideas & 
Summary 
(6th grade) 

        Identifies sources correctly as primary or 
secondary. 
 
 

Identifies sources correctly as 
primary or secondary. 

May identify sources 
correctly as primary or 
secondary. 

Does not identify sources 
correctly as primary or 
secondary. 

        Correctly identifies the components that 
make it a primary or secondary 
source(s). 

Correctly identifies the 
components that make it a 
primary or secondary  

Attempts to identify 
components that make it a 
primary or secondary 
source. 

Does not identify the 
components that make it a 
primary or secondary source. 

        Provides an accurate and detailed 
summary of the source. 
 
 

Provides an accurate summary 
of the source(s). 
 

Attempts to summarize on 
the source(s). Might lack 
clarity. 

Ineffective summary of the 
source(s). 
 

        Identifies/determines the key ideas of 
primary and secondary sources and 
shows clarity and elaboration. 

Identifies/determines the key 
ideas of primary and secondary 
sources. 

May identify/determine the 
key ideas of primary and 
secondary sources. 

Does not identify/ determine 
the key ideas of primary and 
secondary sources. 

Evidence and 
Analysis 

(7th grade) 

        Cites relevant evidence to support the 
key idea of primary/secondary sources. 
Shows creativity, clarity, and/or 
insightfulness in the reference(s) to the 
text and selection. 

Cites relevant evidence to 
support the key idea of 
primary/secondary sources. 

Attempts to cite some 
evidence to support the key 
idea of primary/ secondary 
sources. 
 

Does not cite evidence 
effectively to support the key 
idea of primary/ secondary 
sources. 
 

        Explains and elaborates on the meaning 
of the evidence. 
 
 

Explains the meaning of the 
evidence. 

Attempts to explain the 
meaning of the evidence. 

Attempts to explain the 
meaning of the evidence. 

Relationship of 
Primary & 
Secondary 
(8th grade) 

        Provides in-depth analysis and 
interpretation, drawing insightful 
conclusions about the relationship 
between the primary and secondary 
sources on the same topic. 

Analyzes and draws conclusions 
about the relationship between 
the primary and secondary 
sources on the same topic. 

Attempts to analyze and 
draw conclusions about the 
relationship between the 
primary and secondary 
sources on the same topic. 

Does not effectively analyze 
and draw conclusions about 
the relationship between the 
primary and secondary 
sources on the same topic. 

 
Common Core ELA Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-8): 

Standard 1: - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

Standard 2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

Standard 9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 


